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Stay informed about our annual scholarships— help spread the word to students in the industry and bookmark our 
scholarship page today.

First, I want to begin 
with stating that I am 
grateful and humbled 
to be entrusted as your 
MBEX 2021 Board 
President. MBEX holds a 
rich history and tradition 

in the construction industry. I am truly 
honored to help lead such a wonderful 
and diverse organization. 

The 2021 MBEX Annual Meeting 
took place on January 13 through the 
miracle of technology. Although not 
our preferred delivery option, the Zoom 
presentation allowed us to reach our 
members and share important MBEX 
annual updates. I extend my thanks to 
the MBEX staff, Executive Director Tom 
Getzke and the members that tuned in 
for our presentation.

Despite these turbulent times, MBEX 
remains as resilient as ever. With a record 
number of plans on our state-of-the-art 
online plan room, MBEX remains one of 
the strongest and most reliable builders 
exchanges in the upper-Midwest. 
We look forward to creating stronger 
relationships with the architectural and 
engineering community to keep our 
services competitive and relevant.

Please follow all MBEX social media 
pages for any updates on upcoming 
events. I look forward to serving you all 
in the coming year!

Erik Molin
MBEX Board President 

MBEX: 2020 Association Report
Despite the challenges of 2020, our staff 
has worked tirelessly to ensure members 
continue to receive the best membership 
experience possible.

The Association Report provides an 
account of 2020 membership numbers,  a 
listing of our scholarship recipients, board 
of directors and more.

As we review 2020 and begin working 
on our 2021 goals, take a look back on 
some of the notable moments at MBEX 
this past year. 

A letter from the Board President

In This Issue
• 2020 year in review

• Annual Meeting recap

• scholarship information

• social events update

Social media
Stay up-to-date with events 
and what's going on at MBEX. 

Like and follow us today!

Twitter
@MplsBEX

Facebook
@MnBEX

LinkedIn
@MinnesotaBuildersExchange

2021-2022 Scholarship Program
The Minnesota Builders Exchange, along with our 
donating partner, The Builders Group (TBG), offers 
scholarships to students currently seeking an education 
directly-related to the construction industry.

In 2020, with the help of TBG, MBEX awarded nearly 
$24,000 in scholarships. Since the inception of our 
program in 2003, we have contributed over $235,000 
in scholarships to students in the construction industry. 

The process...
Curious about the MBEX scholarship program? 
Take a look at the planning and award process:

March: committee meets

April: applications available

May 31: application deadline

All applicants notified of results by July 1. 

Check out the complete 2020 
Association Report online today at:

mbex.org/annualreport

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Danielle Dziedzic, President
Dziedzic Caulking Inc

Erik Molin, Vice President
Molin Concrete Products Co

Randy LaFaive, Treasurer
Market & Johnson Inc

Beth Nde, Past President
Adolfson & Peterson Const.

Ben Newlin
Terra Construction

Kelli Lind
John A Knutson & Co PLLP

Chris Hauck
PCL Construction Services Inc

Andy Ristrom
Carl Bolander & Sons Co

Sean Ochis
Northern Industrial Insulation

Greg Grazzini
Grazzini Brothers & Company

Heidi Sedlacek
Bituminous Roadways Inc

Adam Kuettel
A W Kuettel & Sons Inc

Nate Sapik
Benson Electric Company

Michael Carlson
Max Gray Construction

2020 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Brandon Sloniker- Construction Management, U of M Twin Cities 

Karli Schmitt- Construction Management, U of M Twin Cities

Sumner Naess- Civil Engineering, U of M Twin Cities 

Jonathan Noble- Carpentry, Alexandria Technical & Community College 

Joel Broberg- Construction Management, Dakota County Technical College

Brandi Rutten- Civil Eng, minor Construction Management, U of M Twin Cities

Olivia Januszewski- Construction Management, MN State University- Moorhead 

Jonah Small- Elec Construction Maintenance, Dunwoody College of Technology 

Claire Grazzini- Operations Mgmt, minor in Business Analytics, U of M Twin Cities 

Krystle Murphy- Construction Business Mgmt, Dunwoody College of Technology 

Justin Babcock- Civil Eng, minor Construction Management, U of M Twin Cities

2020 VS. 2019

Across the nation, builders exchanges continue 
to provide valuable, unique and necessary 
services to the construction industry. 

This past year, many members have asked for our 
outlook and what we see in the industry based 
on current trends. While we don’t have a crystal 
ball, our numbers reveal that MBEX continues to 
keep consistent with our budgeting and project 
reporting systems. 

2020 2019

New Members 137 89

Projects listed 3,938 4,202

Scholarship awards $23,500 $23,000

Member retention 92% 89%

DID YOU KNOW?
MBEX scholarships...

• established 2004

• 117 awards

• $238,500 awarded

• 460 applications

MBEX + ESSENTIAL WORK 

In March, we partnered with 
other construction associations  
to support a letter drafted for 
Governor Walz to recognize our 
industry as an essential service.

Shutting down construction 
could have had a severe impact 
on our infrastructure and dire 
consequences for our the 
future of our industry.

Ultimately, MBEX holds great 
pride in our part of such a useful 
measure that helped protect 
our members and community.

MBEX STAFF: WHO WE ARE• 13 employees• average of 18 years at MBEX
• current staff hired 1974 - 2018
• 47 years: longest staff tenure
• 234 years of total combined service

KEEPING A PULSE ON THE INDUSTRY
Throughout 2020, everyone has felt the impact of a worldwide 

pandemic. As an organization, we remain fortunate to provide 

services that continue to help our members carry on during these 

uncertain times. 
With MBEX staff working remotely and in the office, our reporters 

continue to post project information daily while our marketing 

and membership staff strive to keep us all engaged.

During 2020, we have worked hard to stay safe while keeping our 

members connected and well-informed. Through social media 

posts and simple phone calls, we hope our efforts have helped 

provide a sense of business as usual to our member companies.

Challenging times call for change and adaptation. The Minnesota Builders 

Exchange (MBEX) has worked tirelessly to ensure the value of membership 

to the thousands of companies that help support our role in the industry.

This past year, we have all experienced the many difficulties life can place 

in our paths. With careful planning and quick action, our staff has made the 

adjustments necessary to continue to provide our members with prompt 

and accurate information and services.
While future challenges remain unknown, MBEX remains honored to continue 

providing seamless support to our members.

Minnesota Builders Exchange
2020 ASSOCIATION REPORT

Minnesota Builders Exchange

COVID-19 + Our Members

Share what your team is up to!  Contact Jill Gerwig at 612-381-2631 or jills@mbex.org today.

As the world around us changes from day to day, our lives are affected in ways we never could have 
imagined.  MBEX staff is honored to have the opportunity to continue our work in the industry.  

Going forward, we will do our best to keep our members connected and informed.  Please do not 
hesitate to reach out to any staff or board member— we are here to help!  As everyone takes this 
crazy journey together, know that our organization will help keep the industry united.

Kraus Anderson Construction Co
James Ericson
Senior Project Manager

 • most job sites remain open, with stringent COVID-19 protocols in place

 • all non-critical office staff working from home since March 13

 • some projects started earlier than scheduled due to work from home implementation

 • closely monitoring supply chain impacts and planning alternatives where needed

Dem-Con Companies LLC
Russ Reger, VP of Fleet Sales

 • some office personnel remote; others social distancing within office

 • work continuing as usual so far

 • drivers still running loads

 • company focused on importance of taking steps to protect workers

Looking into the summer season, Russ reports that their summer looks busy so far, with 
the possibilty of some school 
projects starting early.

WESCO Distribution
Aaron Gryga, Senior Account Representative

 • business as usual, despite some slow  
  down in sales

 • switch from traditional in-person sales to  
  email, text, calls and e-chat

 • corporate setting some regulations   
  including an expenses freeze to   
  encourage their employees to stay home

Check out the collection of our 
member reports:

mbex.org/covid-updates

 

 

 
Dear MBEX family and friends, 
 
 
The health and safety of our staff, board of directors, members and event attendees is 

our top priority at the Minnesota Builders Exchange (MBEX). As an organization, we 

closely monitor COVID-19, along with any city, county and federal level 

recommendations and mandates.  

 
Thus, it is with a heavy heart that we announce the suspension of all MBEX meetings 

and events through April 15, 2020. We appreciate your patience in this time of 

uncertainty.  
Currently, MBEX using recommended hygiene protocols in the office and will continue 

to follow the guidelines provided by the CDC. As situations continue to change, MBEX 

will promptly update our business practices and work policies. For all members 

wishing to visit our two Minnesota locations, please keep in mind that we will be 

closed until March 31 and will re-open on April 1. All blueprint orders are suspended 

until April 1 as well.   
For any information regarding COVID-19 and how to proceed, please utilize the 

following links and webpages: 
 

 OSHA: Guidance on Prepping Workplaces for COVID-19 

 CDC: Interim Guidance for Business and Employers 

 CDC: Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection 

 CDC: Daily Updates on COVID-19 

 
To remain informed on future MBEX events and news updates, bookmark mbex.org 

today, as we will share additional updates as needed via our website. 

 
Thank you for being part of our plan and for your understanding. Let’s all work 

together to stay as safe as possible in the coming weeks. 

 
Tom Getzke Executive Director 

MBEX MISSION 
MBEX provides useful services 
to companies involved in the 
construction industry. MBEX 
designs and offers programs 
that will assist these companies 
with building more effective 
businesses and a strong, 
unified industry. FOLLOW + LIKE US!

We look forward to 
the continued success 
of our scholarship 
program for many 
years to come!

m b e x . o rg / s c h o l a r s h i p

Using mbex.org
Make the most of your 
membership— learn how to 
utilize the many features of 
the online plan room via our 
YouTube channel.

Pull up a chair and watch the 
full-length (53-minute) tutorial 
or check out select portions 
of the video instruction to 
navigate along with while 
logged on to mbex.org:

 • Deskpad page
  (9 minutes)

 • Filters + project info 
  (23 minutes)

 • Specs, addenda and plans  
  (13 minutes)

 • Ordering plans, misc. 
  (9 minutes)

Need a quick tip?
Select from 16 tutorial tip 
videos, each ranging from 1-3 
minutes. Save time and get 
fast answers on how to use 
specific features of our online 
plan room.
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MBEX + 2021 events
With the ongoing need to socially distance, MBEX continues to actively work on creating safe and fun options 
to host future social events. 

We provide many outlets to keep our member companies updated regarding our social events, with information 
for each communicated well in advance of proposed event dates. Don't miss out. Stay informed.

• emailed Weekly Bulletin 

• MBEX event url: mbex.org/events

• direct email blasts 

• featured articles on mbex.org home page

• social media

Annual Meeting goes virtual
On Wednesday, January 13, 2021 MBEX hosted its first virtual event via 
Zoom. Representatives from over 50 member companies logged on to 
join  our 133rd Annual Meeting. Despite the change in forum, our staff 
provided the traditional meeting procedures with ease. 

Attendees watched and listened as MBEX shared board election results 
and reported on past and future happenings at our organization.

Celebrating member anniversaries
As always, we thank all members for their loyalty to MBEX— specifically those that have continued to renew 
their membership each year. During our 133rd Annual Meeting on January 13, 2021, our board of directors 
recognized the member companies with 20 and 30 years of ongoing membership with our organization.

Volunteer of the Year
MBEX presents the Earl 
Madison  Annual Volunteer 
of the Year Award  to an 
individual that provides 
an outstanding level of 
volunteerism and support 
to our organization.

This year, we honor Heather Grazzini-Sims of 
Carciofini Company for her outstanding and 
dedicated participation throughout the years. 
Her "leadership by example" has encouraged 
others in the industry to volunteer. With countless 
volunteer hours and consistent support of our 
organization, she remains a constant bright spot 
in the MBEX community. Thank you, Heather!

2021 Board of Directors

Distinguished Member
The annual Distinguished 
Member Award honors 
an individual for their 
lifetime contributions to 
the construction industry, 
builders exchange and the 
surrounding community.  

We proudly present this prestigious award to 
Thomas Pitra (retired) of PCL Construction. 
His journey from the Army to the construction 
industry spanned over 45 years. During his career, 
Tom served on our board as both director and 
president. After retirement, he remains dedicated 
to our mission, continuing to volunteer his time 
and energy to MBEX. Congratulations, Tom!

President
Erik Molin
Molin Concrete Products

Vice President
Randy LaFaive
Market & Johnson

Treasurer
Greg Grazzini
Grazzini Brothers & Co

Past President
Danielle Dziedzic
Dziedzic Caulking

Directors
Sean Ochis
Northern Industrial Insulation

Heidi Sedlacek
Bituminous Roadways

Adam Kuettel
A W Kuettel & Sons Inc

Nate Sapik
Benson Electric Company

Michael Carlson
Max Gray Construction

Kelli Lind
John A Knutson & Co

Andy Ristrom
Carl Bolander & Sons

Ben Newlin
Terra Construction

Karin McCabe
McGough Construction

30 year members

Mulcahy Nickolaus LLC Ambassador Steel Fab. LLC- Harris Rebar
C E Contract Great Northern Landscapes

Crunching the numbers...
This past year forced changes and adjustments for 
many companies and organizations. However, when 
we take a closer look at MBEX data for 2020 vs 2019, 
we see a record number of new members, increased 
retention and project data on par with previous years.

Thank you to our member companies for supporting 
us, helping us maintain and exceed in our goals.

Wednesday, February 03, 2021Volume 5-21

News

Total projects received at MBEX from 1/25/21 – 1/29/21: 117
Total project leads reported on at MBEX from 1/25/21 – 1/29/21: 7
Total active projects received/reported on at MBEX as of 2/2/21: 339

Project Update

The 2021 R.S. Means books are now available. R.S. Means publications are the most widely used cost data and estimating 
publications throughout the United States and Canada. MBEX members receive a 20% discount savings. Please refer to 
www.mbex.org/rsmeans for an order form.

2021 R.S. Means Publications

Heather Grazzini-Sims of Carciofini Company was named 2020 Volunteer of the Year at the MBEX Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, January 13, 2021. Heather has volunteered for countless hours and inspires others with her continued support 
of MBEX. Congratulations, Heather!

Volunteer of the Year

Tom Pitra of PCL Construction Services (ret) was honored as the recipient of the 2020 Distinguished Member of the Year at 
the MBEX Annual Meeting on Wednesday, January 13, 2021. Tom was honored for his service to the construction industry 
and MBEX throughout the years. His hard work, leadership and volunteer service contributions always stood out at events 
and within the industry. Our organization is proud to honor Tom Pitra for his countless contributions to the construction 
industry, the Twin Cities community and the Minnesota Builders Exchange. Congratulations Tom, thank you for your 
continued commitment and service to MBEX.

Distinguished Member of the Year

For the safety of our members, board of directors, social committee and staff, the MBEX executive board has opted to 
postpone the 2021 Spring Document Reading Course. Please keep an eye on our social media pages and your email for 
any updates. We appreciate your continued support of MBEX and hope to see you at our next event. View our COVID-19 
statement at www.mbex.org/COVID for more information.

2021 Spring Document Reading Course Postponed

Keep MBEX up to date of personnel changes within your company. While any employee of a member company may access 
the benefits of membership, members are encouraged to treat personnel changes as of high importance. Keep your 
membership secure by letting us know of employees that have left your company. Change your company’s password to 
ensure previous employees are not logging in to your account. Help MBEX staff make sure that updates about your 
membership are available to the appropriate person. Give us a call anytime to update your listing of personnel.

Updates to Company Personnel

As a friendly reminder, we would like to call our members attention to the User Agreement as associated with our online 
plan room. As a member-based organization, it is imperative that we all work together to protect the security of our online 
plan room and bidding documents. Please do not share login information with non-members, allow non-member to access 
our services on behalf of your company, distribute bidding documents obtained from mbex.org or breach the copyright 
laws as specified in the agreement. A copy of the user agreement is available at http://login.mbex.org/ipinua.pdf.

MBEX User Agreement

We’d love to hear it! Please send your company hires, news, events and press releases to ap@mbex.org.
Got News?

Page 1

The information in this bulletin was obtained from sources deemed reliable. The Minnesota Builders Exchange (MBEX) does not assume responsibility for its completeness or 
accuracy. You are urged to check your own sources in addition to the information contained in this publication. This issue contains plans and other bidding information received prior 
to and including the date noted above the page. 2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS President: Erik Molin - Molin Concrete Products Co, Vice President: Randy LaFaive - Market & 
Johnson, Treasurer: Greg Grazzini - Grazzini Brothers & Co, Past President: Danielle Dziedzic - Dziedzic Caulking Inc, Directors: Andy Ristrom - Carl Bolander & Sons, Karin 
McCabe - McGough Construction, Michael Carlson - Max Gray Construction, Ben Newlin - Terra Construction, Kelli Lind - John A Knutson & Co, Adam Kuettel - A W Kuettel & Sons 
Inc, Nate Sapik - Benson Electric Company, Heidi Sedlacek - Bituminous Roadways Inc, Sean Ochis - Northern Industrial Insulation. Executive Director: Tom Getzke. Office Staff: 
Sharon Fiscus, Julie Miller, Jill Gerwig, Amy Paschke, Chris Geiser, Jeff Boelter, Ka Yang, Shauna Baska, Peggy Esboldt, Janet Margheim, Don O'Connor, Misty Hall.

2020 2019

New Members 137 89

Projects listed 3,938 4,202

Scholarship awards $23,500 $23,000

Member retention 92% 89%

20 year members

A & M Construction Inc Construction Results Corp North Country Concrete Inc
Arrow Lift Infinity Scaffold Inc Topline Advertising 
Concrete Form Engineers Nieman Roofing Company WTG Terrazzo and Tile Inc
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MBEX + 2021 events
With the ongoing need to socially distance, MBEX continues to actively work on creating safe and fun options 
to host future social events. 

We provide many outlets to keep our member companies updated regarding our social events, with information 
for each communicated well in advance of proposed event dates. Don't miss out. Stay informed.

• emailed Weekly Bulletin 

• MBEX event url: mbex.org/events

• direct email blasts 

• featured articles on mbex.org home page

• social media

Annual Meeting goes virtual
On Wednesday, January 13, 2021 MBEX hosted its first virtual event via 
Zoom. Representatives from over 50 member companies logged on to 
join  our 133rd Annual Meeting. Despite the change in forum, our staff 
provided the traditional meeting procedures with ease. 

Attendees watched and listened as MBEX shared board election results 
and reported on past and future happenings at our organization.

Celebrating member anniversaries
As always, we thank all members for their loyalty to MBEX— specifically those that have continued to renew 
their membership each year. During our 133rd Annual Meeting on January 13, 2021, our board of directors 
recognized the member companies with 20 and 30 years of ongoing membership with our organization.

Volunteer of the Year
MBEX presents the Earl 
Madison  Annual Volunteer 
of the Year Award  to an 
individual that provides 
an outstanding level of 
volunteerism and support 
to our organization.

This year, we honor Heather Grazzini-Sims of 
Carciofini Company for her outstanding and 
dedicated participation throughout the years. 
Her "leadership by example" has encouraged 
others in the industry to volunteer. With countless 
volunteer hours and consistent support of our 
organization, she remains a constant bright spot 
in the MBEX community. Thank you, Heather!
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Distinguished Member
The annual Distinguished 
Member Award honors 
an individual for their 
lifetime contributions to 
the construction industry, 
builders exchange and the 
surrounding community.  

We proudly present this prestigious award to 
Thomas Pitra (retired) of PCL Construction. 
His journey from the Army to the construction 
industry spanned over 45 years. During his career, 
Tom served on our board as both director and 
president. After retirement, he remains dedicated 
to our mission, continuing to volunteer his time 
and energy to MBEX. Congratulations, Tom!

President
Erik Molin
Molin Concrete Products

Vice President
Randy LaFaive
Market & Johnson

Treasurer
Greg Grazzini
Grazzini Brothers & Co

Past President
Danielle Dziedzic
Dziedzic Caulking

Directors
Sean Ochis
Northern Industrial Insulation

Heidi Sedlacek
Bituminous Roadways

Adam Kuettel
A W Kuettel & Sons Inc

Nate Sapik
Benson Electric Company

Michael Carlson
Max Gray Construction

Kelli Lind
John A Knutson & Co

Andy Ristrom
Carl Bolander & Sons

Ben Newlin
Terra Construction

Karin McCabe
McGough Construction

30 year members

Mulcahy Nickolaus LLC Ambassador Steel Fab. LLC- Harris Rebar
C E Contract Great Northern Landscapes

Crunching the numbers...
This past year forced changes and adjustments for 
many companies and organizations. However, when 
we take a closer look at MBEX data for 2020 vs 2019, 
we see a record number of new members, increased 
retention and project data on par with previous years.

Thank you to our member companies for supporting 
us, helping us maintain and exceed in our goals.
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Wednesday, January 13, 2021. Heather has volunteered for countless hours and inspires others with her continued support 
of MBEX. Congratulations, Heather!
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the MBEX Annual Meeting on Wednesday, January 13, 2021. Tom was honored for his service to the construction industry 
and MBEX throughout the years. His hard work, leadership and volunteer service contributions always stood out at events 
and within the industry. Our organization is proud to honor Tom Pitra for his countless contributions to the construction 
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continued commitment and service to MBEX.
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For the safety of our members, board of directors, social committee and staff, the MBEX executive board has opted to 
postpone the 2021 Spring Document Reading Course. Please keep an eye on our social media pages and your email for 
any updates. We appreciate your continued support of MBEX and hope to see you at our next event. View our COVID-19 
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Stay informed about our annual scholarships— help spread the word to students in the industry and bookmark our 
scholarship page today.

First, I want to begin 
with stating that I am 
grateful and humbled 
to be entrusted as your 
MBEX 2021 Board 
President. MBEX holds a 
rich history and tradition 

in the construction industry. I am truly 
honored to help lead such a wonderful 
and diverse organization. 

The 2021 MBEX Annual Meeting 
took place on January 13 through the 
miracle of technology. Although not 
our preferred delivery option, the Zoom 
presentation allowed us to reach our 
members and share important MBEX 
annual updates. I extend my thanks to 
the MBEX staff, Executive Director Tom 
Getzke and the members that tuned in 
for our presentation.

Despite these turbulent times, MBEX 
remains as resilient as ever. With a record 
number of plans on our state-of-the-art 
online plan room, MBEX remains one of 
the strongest and most reliable builders 
exchanges in the upper-Midwest. 
We look forward to creating stronger 
relationships with the architectural and 
engineering community to keep our 
services competitive and relevant.

Please follow all MBEX social media 
pages for any updates on upcoming 
events. I look forward to serving you all 
in the coming year!

Erik Molin
MBEX Board President 

MBEX: 2020 Association Report
Despite the challenges of 2020, our staff 
has worked tirelessly to ensure members 
continue to receive the best membership 
experience possible.

The Association Report provides an 
account of 2020 membership numbers,  a 
listing of our scholarship recipients, board 
of directors and more.

As we review 2020 and begin working 
on our 2021 goals, take a look back on 
some of the notable moments at MBEX 
this past year. 

A letter from the Board President

In This Issue
• 2020 year in review

• Annual Meeting recap

• scholarship information

• social events update

Social media
Stay up-to-date with events 
and what's going on at MBEX. 

Like and follow us today!

Twitter
@MplsBEX

Facebook
@MnBEX

LinkedIn
@MinnesotaBuildersExchange

2021-2022 Scholarship Program
The Minnesota Builders Exchange, along with our 
donating partner, The Builders Group (TBG), offers 
scholarships to students currently seeking an education 
directly-related to the construction industry.

In 2020, with the help of TBG, MBEX awarded nearly 
$24,000 in scholarships. Since the inception of our 
program in 2003, we have contributed over $235,000 
in scholarships to students in the construction industry. 

The process...
Curious about the MBEX scholarship program? 
Take a look at the planning and award process:

March: committee meets

April: applications available

May 31: application deadline

All applicants notified of results by July 1. 

Check out the complete 2020 
Association Report online today at:

mbex.org/annualreport

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Danielle Dziedzic, President
Dziedzic Caulking Inc

Erik Molin, Vice President
Molin Concrete Products Co

Randy LaFaive, Treasurer
Market & Johnson Inc

Beth Nde, Past President
Adolfson & Peterson Const.

Ben Newlin
Terra Construction

Kelli Lind
John A Knutson & Co PLLP

Chris Hauck
PCL Construction Services Inc

Andy Ristrom
Carl Bolander & Sons Co

Sean Ochis
Northern Industrial Insulation

Greg Grazzini
Grazzini Brothers & Company

Heidi Sedlacek
Bituminous Roadways Inc

Adam Kuettel
A W Kuettel & Sons Inc

Nate Sapik
Benson Electric Company

Michael Carlson
Max Gray Construction

2020 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Brandon Sloniker- Construction Management, U of M Twin Cities 

Karli Schmitt- Construction Management, U of M Twin Cities

Sumner Naess- Civil Engineering, U of M Twin Cities 

Jonathan Noble- Carpentry, Alexandria Technical & Community College 

Joel Broberg- Construction Management, Dakota County Technical College

Brandi Rutten- Civil Eng, minor Construction Management, U of M Twin Cities

Olivia Januszewski- Construction Management, MN State University- Moorhead 

Jonah Small- Elec Construction Maintenance, Dunwoody College of Technology 

Claire Grazzini- Operations Mgmt, minor in Business Analytics, U of M Twin Cities 

Krystle Murphy- Construction Business Mgmt, Dunwoody College of Technology 

Justin Babcock- Civil Eng, minor Construction Management, U of M Twin Cities

2020 VS. 2019

Across the nation, builders exchanges continue 
to provide valuable, unique and necessary 
services to the construction industry. 

This past year, many members have asked for our 
outlook and what we see in the industry based 
on current trends. While we don’t have a crystal 
ball, our numbers reveal that MBEX continues to 
keep consistent with our budgeting and project 
reporting systems. 

2020 2019

New Members 137 89

Projects listed 3,938 4,202

Scholarship awards $23,500 $23,000

Member retention 92% 89%

DID YOU KNOW?
MBEX scholarships...

• established 2004

• 117 awards

• $238,500 awarded

• 460 applications

MBEX + ESSENTIAL WORK 

In March, we partnered with 
other construction associations  
to support a letter drafted for 
Governor Walz to recognize our 
industry as an essential service.

Shutting down construction 
could have had a severe impact 
on our infrastructure and dire 
consequences for our the 
future of our industry.

Ultimately, MBEX holds great 
pride in our part of such a useful 
measure that helped protect 
our members and community.

MBEX STAFF: WHO WE ARE• 13 employees• average of 18 years at MBEX
• current staff hired 1974 - 2018
• 47 years: longest staff tenure
• 234 years of total combined service

KEEPING A PULSE ON THE INDUSTRY
Throughout 2020, everyone has felt the impact of a worldwide 

pandemic. As an organization, we remain fortunate to provide 

services that continue to help our members carry on during these 

uncertain times. 
With MBEX staff working remotely and in the office, our reporters 

continue to post project information daily while our marketing 

and membership staff strive to keep us all engaged.

During 2020, we have worked hard to stay safe while keeping our 

members connected and well-informed. Through social media 

posts and simple phone calls, we hope our efforts have helped 

provide a sense of business as usual to our member companies.

Challenging times call for change and adaptation. The Minnesota Builders 

Exchange (MBEX) has worked tirelessly to ensure the value of membership 

to the thousands of companies that help support our role in the industry.

This past year, we have all experienced the many difficulties life can place 

in our paths. With careful planning and quick action, our staff has made the 

adjustments necessary to continue to provide our members with prompt 

and accurate information and services.
While future challenges remain unknown, MBEX remains honored to continue 

providing seamless support to our members.

Minnesota Builders Exchange
2020 ASSOCIATION REPORT

Minnesota Builders Exchange

COVID-19 + Our Members

Share what your team is up to!  Contact Jill Gerwig at 612-381-2631 or jills@mbex.org today.

As the world around us changes from day to day, our lives are affected in ways we never could have 
imagined.  MBEX staff is honored to have the opportunity to continue our work in the industry.  

Going forward, we will do our best to keep our members connected and informed.  Please do not 
hesitate to reach out to any staff or board member— we are here to help!  As everyone takes this 
crazy journey together, know that our organization will help keep the industry united.

Kraus Anderson Construction Co
James Ericson
Senior Project Manager

 • most job sites remain open, with stringent COVID-19 protocols in place

 • all non-critical office staff working from home since March 13

 • some projects started earlier than scheduled due to work from home implementation

 • closely monitoring supply chain impacts and planning alternatives where needed

Dem-Con Companies LLC
Russ Reger, VP of Fleet Sales

 • some office personnel remote; others social distancing within office

 • work continuing as usual so far

 • drivers still running loads

 • company focused on importance of taking steps to protect workers

Looking into the summer season, Russ reports that their summer looks busy so far, with 
the possibilty of some school 
projects starting early.

WESCO Distribution
Aaron Gryga, Senior Account Representative

 • business as usual, despite some slow  
  down in sales

 • switch from traditional in-person sales to  
  email, text, calls and e-chat

 • corporate setting some regulations   
  including an expenses freeze to   
  encourage their employees to stay home

Check out the collection of our 
member reports:

mbex.org/covid-updates

 

 

 
Dear MBEX family and friends, 
 
 
The health and safety of our staff, board of directors, members and event attendees is 

our top priority at the Minnesota Builders Exchange (MBEX). As an organization, we 

closely monitor COVID-19, along with any city, county and federal level 

recommendations and mandates.  

 
Thus, it is with a heavy heart that we announce the suspension of all MBEX meetings 

and events through April 15, 2020. We appreciate your patience in this time of 

uncertainty.  
Currently, MBEX using recommended hygiene protocols in the office and will continue 

to follow the guidelines provided by the CDC. As situations continue to change, MBEX 

will promptly update our business practices and work policies. For all members 

wishing to visit our two Minnesota locations, please keep in mind that we will be 

closed until March 31 and will re-open on April 1. All blueprint orders are suspended 

until April 1 as well.   
For any information regarding COVID-19 and how to proceed, please utilize the 

following links and webpages: 
 

 OSHA: Guidance on Prepping Workplaces for COVID-19 

 CDC: Interim Guidance for Business and Employers 

 CDC: Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection 

 CDC: Daily Updates on COVID-19 

 
To remain informed on future MBEX events and news updates, bookmark mbex.org 

today, as we will share additional updates as needed via our website. 

 
Thank you for being part of our plan and for your understanding. Let’s all work 

together to stay as safe as possible in the coming weeks. 

 
Tom Getzke Executive Director 

MBEX MISSION 
MBEX provides useful services 
to companies involved in the 
construction industry. MBEX 
designs and offers programs 
that will assist these companies 
with building more effective 
businesses and a strong, 
unified industry. FOLLOW + LIKE US!

We look forward to 
the continued success 
of our scholarship 
program for many 
years to come!

m b e x . o rg / s c h o l a r s h i p

Using mbex.org
Make the most of your 
membership— learn how to 
utilize the many features of 
the online plan room via our 
YouTube channel.

Pull up a chair and watch the 
full-length (53-minute) tutorial 
or check out select portions 
of the video instruction to 
navigate along with while 
logged on to mbex.org:

 • Deskpad page
  (9 minutes)

 • Filters + project info 
  (23 minutes)

 • Specs, addenda and plans  
  (13 minutes)

 • Ordering plans, misc. 
  (9 minutes)

Need a quick tip?
Select from 16 tutorial tip 
videos, each ranging from 1-3 
minutes. Save time and get 
fast answers on how to use 
specific features of our online 
plan room.
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